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POllcy and serVICES Commlttee a DISTRICT COUNCIL

F25/96/005 — D26/19437

Date: Tuesday 26 May 2026 at 3.24pm
Venue: Council Chambers, 63 Miranda Street, Stratford

Present

The District Mayor Neil Volzke, Councillors: Steve Beck, Jaimie Bertie, Josh Best, Grant Boyde, David
Chadwick, Annette Dudley, Jono Erwood, Ellen Hall, Katherine Sextus and Mathew Watt.

In attendance

The Chief Executive — Sven Hanne, the Director — Community Services — Kate Whareaitu, the Director —
Corporate Services — Raelene Johnson, the Director — Assets — Victoria Araba, the Director — Environmental
Services — Blair Sutherland, the Governance Advisor and Executive Assistant — Gareth Hancock, the
Property and Projects Manager — Steve Taylor, the Servies Asset Manager — John Cooper, the Special
Project Engineer - Neil Cooper, the Assets Officer - Tatyana Kooznetzoff, General Manager - Water
Services Business Unit - Deron Sharma, Parks & Reserves Officer - Melanie McBain, the Policy Analyst -
Rebecca Dearden.

1. Welcome

The Deputy Mayor has submitted an apology for the meeting, and Elected Members were asked to
elect a Chair for the Committee. The District Mayor was put forward to chair the meeting.

Recommendation

THAT the District Mayor act as Chairperson for the Policy and Service meeting.
BECK/DUDLEY
Carried
P&S/26/45

The opening karakia was read. The District Mayor reiterated the emergency procedures.
2. Apologies
The Deputy Mayor’s apologies were noted as above.

3. Announcements

The Chief Executive noted that the next workshop would start earlier, as a number of papers are
building.

4. Declarations of members interest

Elected members were asked to declare any real or perceived conflicts of interest relating to items on
this agenda. There were no conflicts of interest declared.

5. Attendance Schedule

The Attendance schedule for Policy and Services Committee meetings, including Hearings, was
attached and noted.



6. Confirmation of Minutes

6.1 Policy & Services Committee - 28 April 2026
D26/14610 Page 11

Recommendation

THAT the minutes of the Policy and Services Committee meeting held on Tuesday 28 April
2026 be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

BOYDE/BEST
Carried
P&S/26/46
7. Matters Outstanding
D16/47 Page 21
Recommendation

THAT the Matters Outstanding be received.
VOLZKE/CHADWICK
Carried
P&S/26/47

The Chief Executive noted:

- The Communities Group relationship funding will be brought to the next meeting.

- Stratford Park will also be presented at the next meeting.

- Councillor Boyde raised the farm profits matter and asked when this would be revisited. The
Chief Executive confirmed that resourcing is currently tight due to the completion of the Annual
Plan and the focus on the Long-Term Plan, but the matter remains active. At present, the funds
are sitting in reserve.

8. Decision Report - Prospero Place Development - Paper Plus Building Easements
D26/19108 Page 17

Recommendations
1. THAT the report be received.
VOLZKE /ERWOOD
Carried
P&S/26/48
2. THAT Council, as landowner, consents to the granting of a drainage (stormwater)

easement over the land described as Lots 1 and 4 DP 416 in favour of the adjoining
land described as Lot 2 DP 416 (Paper Plus site) in exchange for the surrender of the
existing right of way easement over the land.

BOYDE/HALL
Carried
P&S/26/49

Recommended Reason

The Council-owned land in question is part of the Prospero Place landscape development
site, the design of which is constrained by the existence of a right of way easement in
favour of the adjoining land. The owner of that land has agreed to surrender the easement
in exchange for a formal drainage easement for an existing stormwater line that will not
impact the development.




The Special Project Engineer noted the following:

- It was noted that the pending upgrade incorporates a strip along the paper plus boundary. There
are two easements within this site, which were noted in the report. The easement cannot legally
be altered if it interferes with the rights of the easement holder. This paper proposes to surrender
the stormwater easement to obtain those rights.

Questions/points of clarification:
- Councillor Hall asked how much it is expected to cost to upgrade the stormwater. It was noted that
the cost will not be known until groundworks begin, but is estimated to be around $2,000-$3,000,
plus legal fees. It is considered an equitable deal from the Council’s perspective.

Points noted in discussion:
- Discussion was held regarding the mural and low-cut shrubs, and staff are in discussions with the
property owner.
- Councillor Sextus noted the planting along the area will receive little sunlight. There are concerns
over additional costs and that the path could become slippery.
- Councillor Watt commented that it appears to be a good deal and should be accepted.

9. Decision Report - Assessment of Drinking Water Services - May 2026
D26/17894 Page 24

Recommendations
1. THAT the draft report be received:
VOLZKE/DUDLEY
Carried
P&S/26/50
2. THAT the draft Assessment of Drinking Water Services be adopted; and
3. THAT the Chief Executive is Authorised to submit the Assessment to the

Water Services Authority [WSA] and make it publicly available as required by section
70 of the Local Government (Water Services) Act 2025 [LGWSA].
BERTIE/DUDLEY
Carried
P&S/26/51

Recommended Reason
It is recommended that Council adopt the Assessment of Drinking Water Services to ensure
the Stratford District Council [SDC] meets its legislative obligations under Section 69 LGWSA.

The Assets Officer noted the following:

- ltis a legislative requirement under the Water Services Act, relating to access to drinking water,
associated health risks, and the need to ensure accessibility to safe drinking water.

Questions/points of clarification:

- The District Mayor noted single-supply standards. He also asked if we are developing an education
programme for suppliers. It was noted that Council is having conversations with suppliers and
referring them to Taumata Arowai as the regulatory authority. Council acts as a guide to direct
them there.



10. Decision Report - New Changing Rooms and Toilet Facilities — Stratford Cricket Club
D26/14545 Page 75

Recommendations
1. THAT the report be received.
ERWOOD/BEST
Carried
P&S/26/52
2. THAT the Committee approves, as Administrator of Victoria Park, the proposal from

the Stratford Cricket Club to extend their existing clubroom facilities, subject to all
required statutory approvals (including building consents) being obtained.

HALL/BEST
Carried
P&S/26/53

Recommended Reason

The extension of clubroom facilities at Victoria Park Sportsground will support the ongoing
growth and sustainability of the Stratford Cricket Club, particularly in response to increased
participation, including in women’s cricket.

Questions/points of clarification:
- Councillor Boyde sought clarification on whether the building was single-storey or double-storey;
it was confirmed as double-storey.
- The District Mayor sought clarity on whether this was included in, and consistent with, the
management plan. It was confirmed that it is.
- Councillor Boyde questioned why the buildings could not be joined together. The Chief Executive
noted that this would likely require alterations to the existing building.

11. Decision Report - Policy Review - May 2026 - New Policies
D26/17763 Page 82

Recommendations

1. THAT the report be received.
BOYDE/WATT
Carried
P&S/26/54

2. THAT the Provision of New Footpaths Policy be adopted with change
HALL/SEXTUS
Carried
P&S/26/55

3. THAT the Dust Suppression Sites Policy be adopted
BECK/BOYDE
Carried
P&S/26/56

Recommended Reason

It is recommended that Council adopt the two policies to provide clear and transparent
frameworks for prioritising roading investment and ensuring limited funding is directed to areas
of greatest safety, accessibility, health, and amenity benefit.




The Roading Manager noted the following:
- The Footpath Policy captures new footpath and sets out the criteria to assess them, creating a fair
and transparent policy.
- The Dust Suppression Policy provides clear ground rules.

Questions/points of clarification:

- The District Mayor raised the private driveway shown on the map (Cressida Avenue, Stratford) and
noted that it should be removed. This was agreed, as it is a private driveway. It was also agreed
to label Appendix One as “no footpath.”

- Councillor Erwood noted that the recommendation should remove the word “site.”

12. Decision Report - Policy Review - May 2026 - Revised Policies
D26/17763 Page 102

Recommendations

1. THAT the report be received.
VOLZKE/SEXTUS
Carried
P&S/26/57

2. THAT the revised Vehicle Crossing Policy be adopted
BOYDE/WATT
Carried
P&S/26/58

3. THAT the revised Pegging & Maintenance of Roads & Bridges Policy be adopted
DUDLEY/BEST
Carried
P&S/26/59

4. THAT the revised Elizabeth Maree Watson Estate Fund Policy be adopted
VOLZKE/HALL
Carried
P&S/26/60

Recommended Reason

This is part of council’s rolling review of policies. Policies require review from time to time to
ensure they still reflect current legislation and best practice, as well as elected members’ views
and meet the business needs of the organisation.

The following points were noted in the discussion:

- Vehicle Crossing Policy — no changes.

- Pegging — minor changes.

- Elizabeth Watson — this was presented earlier, and the updates have been highlighted. There
were further changes following Public Trust engagement.

- Councillor Hall noted that the wording in the Elizabeth Watson policy was changed to be more
appropriate, which is positive.

- The District Mayor noted that funds remains available in the Elizabeth Watson account.

13. Monthly Reports
13.1 Assets Report

Recommendation

THAT the report be received.

BOYDE/DUDLEY
Carried
P&S/26/61




Questions/points of clarification:

Councillor Hall noted the current dry spell and asked for information on water levels and any
potential restrictions. It was noted that with rain in the forecast, the situation is expected to remain
manageable.

Councillor Beck asked about desludging, noting the $3.2 million budget, and queried progress
against targets. It was noted that the contractor is working to recover some additional costs, and
there is sufficient budget to accommodate this. The final cost is expected to be closer to $2 million.
Some local contractors have been involved.

Councillor Boyde referred to page 121 and questioned the performance measures relating to water
loss and water connections, including whether water meters are being used. It was noted that this
will be calculated at the end of the year. The Chief Executive added that water meters would
improve the quality of this data, as they would feed into it.

Councillor Boyde also raised the Council farm, noting that the sharemilker is leaving.

13.2 Community Services Report

Recommendation

THAT the report be received.

CAHDWICK/VOLZKE
Carried
P&S/26/62

The Director reminded members that citizen awards nominations close this Friday.

Questions/points of clarification:

Councillor Hall commended the Living Expo and sought clarity on when Venture Taranaki would
return to present their report. It was noted that this is expected soon.

Councillor Beck asked about the ease of achieving PoolSafe accreditation for the pool. The
Director elaborated on the process, noting that it involves a significant amount of work.

Councillor Dudley commended the Service Centre for achieving a top-five result among small
councils.

The Mayor noted a successful Anzac Day and acknowledged a bugle player, to whom he has
written. He also referred to the Mayor’s Taskforce for Jobs (page 147), noting that the key figures
year-to-date are 25, against a target of 27, and that the target will be met.

13.3 Corporate Services Report

Recommendation
THAT the report be received.
VOLZKE/BECK

Carried
P&S/26/63




Points in the discussion:
- Councillor Beck commented on the debt ratio, and it was noted that it is expected to increase next
year due to the subdivision.
- Councillor Boyde commented on an outstanding debt with NZTA, and it was noted that this is due
to timing.

13.4 Environmental Services Report

Recommendation
THAT the report be received.
VOLZKE/BOYDE

Carried
P&S/26/64

The Director noted that the Mana Whakahono & Rohe agreement is currently being drafted and will be
brought forward soon for adoption.

Questions / points of clarification:

- The District Mayor asked whether this is an agreement with a single party or multiple parties. It will
involve multiple parties.

- Councillor Boyde asked whether this is an RMA process, which was confirmed.

- The District Mayor noted it is good to see new dwellings.

14. Questions

- Councillor Erwood noted the Deputy Mayor’s absence and commented that it could have been a
good opportunity for professional development to have another member chair the meeting.

- Councillor Dudley raised the motorpark and asked whether there are any conditions on the loan.
The Chief Executive advised that the loan is secured against the whole site, and that the drift pad
is funded through a TSB loan. It was noted that the workshop will consider what has changed, and,
when the loan comes up for renewal, whether it still aligns with the original intent. The Mayor spoke
about discussions he has had and noted that an article will appear in the Stratford and South Press.
It was also noted that A&P can service the loan, and that grazing is currently occurring on the site.

15. Closing Karakia
The closing karakia was read.

The meeting closed at 4.28 pm.
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N C Volzke
Chairman

Confirmed this 23 day of June 2026.
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N C Volzke
District Mayor
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