
F22/55/05 – D25/21769

Date: Tuesday 24 June 2025 at 3.00PM 
Venue: Council Chambers, 63 Miranda Street, Stratford

Present 

The Deputy Mayor M McKay (the Chairperson), the District Mayor N C Volzke, Councillors: G W Boyde, S 
J Beck, A M C Dudley, A K Harris, V R Jones, E E Hall, J M S Erwood, W J Sandford, and M J Watt.

In attendance

The Chief Executive – Mr S Hanne, the Director – Assets Mrs V Araba, the Director – Environmental Services 
– Mr B Sutherland, the Director – Corporate Services – Mrs R Johnson, the Director – Community Services 
– Ms K Whareaitu, the HR & Governance Administrator – Mrs C Reynolds, the Services Manager – Mr J 
Cooper, the Parks and Reserve Officer – Mrs M McBain, the Property and Projects Manager – Mr S Taylor, 
the Roading Manager – Mr S Bowden, the Policy Analyst – Mrs R Dearden, the Communications Manager 
– Ms G Gibson, one member of the media (Stratford Press) and one member of the public. 

1. Welcome

The opening karakia was read.

The Deputy Mayor welcomed the Chief Executive, Councillors, staff, and the media.

The Deputy Mayor reiterated the health and safety message and emergency procedures. 
 

2. Apologies

An approved leave of absence was noted for Councillor C M Tongaawhikau 

Recommendation

THAT the apology be received. 
BOYDE/DUDLEY

Carried
P&S/25/96

3. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

4. Declarations of members interest 

Elected members were asked to declare any real or perceived conflicts of interest relating to items on this 
agenda. There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

5. Attendance Schedule  

The Attendance schedule for Policy and Services Committee meetings, including Hearings, was attached. 



6. Confirmation of Minutes   

 6.1 Policy and Services Committee – 27 May 2025
D25/17973 Page 8

Recommendation

THAT the minutes of the Policy and Services Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 27 May 
2025 be confirmed as a true and accurate record.  

BECK/HARRIS
Carried

P&S/25/97

7. Matters Outstanding
D16/47 Page 20

Recommendation

THAT the Matters Outstanding be received with addition.
BOYDE/WATT

Carried
P&S/25/98

The Chief Executive noted the following updates to the matters outstanding list:
• The business plan for Wai o Rua – Stratford Aquatic Centre is underway and another workshop 

has been scheduled.
• Truck Parking will be addressed following the accessible parking review. 
• Flint Road subdivision – Officers are currently awarding the contract. Once this is completed Elected 

Members will be updated on the next steps and the timeline. 
• Community Group relationship/funding Policy – this is on the work programme for the year ahead.

Questions/Points of Clarification:
• The District Mayor questioned if he could add another item to Matters Outstanding. He advised a 

lot of people have complained to him, one business in particular, in regards to leaves falling from 
our trees. He noted he had driven around and had a look himself, and that many of Council’s trees 
are causing problems, acknowledging that it is only a problem this time of year, but it is a problem 
every year. He asked that a report on Street Trees and how they are managed be created. It was 
agreed this would be put on Matters Outstanding. 

8. Monthly Reports 

8.1 Assets Report 
D25/18946 Page 21

Recommendation

THAT the report be received.
ERWOOD/SANDFORD

Carried
P&S/25/99

The Director - Assets highlighted noted that council currently has no expired or outstanding consents with 
the Taranaki Regional Council. 



Questions/Points of Clarification:
• Councillor Harris noted on page 28 under pothole analysis, there seems to be a lot of activity on 

low volume roads. She questioned if there were lots of potholes on these roads or a high number 
of low volume roads. The Roading Manager advised there are a large number of low volume roads 
in the District. Councillor Harris questioned how a low volume road is determined? It was advised 
it is classified as less than 50 vehicles per day on a rural road, and 200 vehicles and 25 commercial 
vehicles per day on an urban road.

• Councillor Jones questioned what the Roading Manager perceives are the next steps in regards to 
accessible parking. The Roading Manager advised that New Zealand does not have a standard for 
the number of accessible parking spaces required for on street parking, however there is one for 
off street parking. If this standard is applied to on street parking then Council is currently above this 
standard and some could theoretically be removed. He noted he believes this would require 
consultation and there would be some unhappy people. Councillor Hall recalled that when this was 
discussed in February recommendations were going to be sought from groups who were better 
informed than council. She noted she would still like this external information to be able to form an 
informed decision. The District Mayor advised when he first raised this issue, he wanted addressed 
the number of accessible parking spaces and the placement of them. He believes there should be 
more discussion on this. It was decided that the Roading Manager would organise a complete 
accessibility assessment to be brought back to council. 

• Councillor Dudley noted that Seyton Street was resealed a while ago however there was still loose 
chip and a resident has requested this be swept. 

• Councillor Dudley questioned why there have been so many cones for so long on Pembroke Road 
East. The Services Manager advised a reseal was completed overnight after a repair, and the 
weather was not ideal. The contractors were going back to fix and sweep the area today. 

• Councillor Beck noted he was impressed with the improvements on Salisbury Road and questioned 
where the money came from. The Roading Manager advised that Council was granted $150,000 a 
year for 3 years via a Government targeted fund. Councillor Beck questioned if the Roading 
Manager could mention the one lane strip on Salisbury Road to New Plymouth District Council to 
his counterparts, as this area becomes very unsafe when Salisbury Road is used as a bypass. 

• Councillor Hall questioned if there was any more information available in relation to the Toko water 
tank. The Services Manager advised he had spoken to other Councils and they have suggested 
that Council is responsible for the cost. 

The Services Manager and the Parks and Reserve Officer left the meeting at 3.34pm. 

8.2 Community Services Report 
D25/18991 Page 46

Recommendation

THAT the report be received.
HARRIS/HALL

Carried
P&S/25/100

8.3 Corporate Services Report
D25/16734 Page 55

Recommendation

THAT the report be received.
ERWOOD/McKAY

Carried
P&S/25/101



The Director – Corporate Services noted that the insurance update in mentioned within the report. The 
intention had been to bring more information to this meeting, unfortunately the information was only 
received from AON this morning, therefore the options will be presented next month. 

Questions/Points of Clarification:
• Councillor Boyde noted his disappointment in the time it has taken to get information from AON. 

The Director – Corporate Services noted most Councils have insurance renewals in November, and 
it is the intention of Council to start this next year, which will hopefully work better with AON’s 
workplan. 

• Councillor Jones noted the A & P Association have paid off some of their loan and questioned if 
this is the guarantee over the land. It was advised the part of land which was trimmed off and sold 
was assessed and this did not materially change the value of the land. Therefore the guarantee of 
the land stands, but the owing amount has decreased. Councillor Jones noted the loan is coming 
up for renewal in September, and questioned which interest rate would be used. It was advised the 
actual interest rate will be passed onto them. The Chief Executive advised the new Council will 
have an opportunity to have a say in the loan.  

• Councillor Sandford questioned if the Outstanding Rates amount of $1.2 million on page 72 was 
higher that normally carried. The Director – Corporate Services noted there is a graph included 
which shows Council is trending reasonably favourable.

• Councillor Dudley questioned if the Sundry Debtors amount was correct. The Director – Corporate 
Services advised she will look into this. 

• The Deputy Mayor noted the abusive customers mentioned on page 59 and questioned if the 
customers were going to staff members homes. It was clarified that it was staff members going to 
the customers homes for work related matters e.g. a building inspection. 

8.4 Environmental Services Report 
D25/16614 Page 73

Recommendation

THAT the report be received.
BOYDE/DUDLEY

Carried
P&S/25/102

9. Questions

There were no questions. 

10. Closing Karakia
D21/40748 Page 80

The closing karakia was read.  

The meeting closed at 3.50pm.

M McKay
Chairman

Confirmed this 22nd day of July 2025.

N C Volzke
District Mayor
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