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MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
THE STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL ON TUESDAY 23 APRIL 
2019 AT 3.00 PM  
 
PRESENT 
 
The Deputy Mayor A L Jamieson (the Chairman), the District Mayor N C Volzke, Councillors G W 
Boyde,  R W Coplestone, P S Dalziel, K R Squire, K R Walsh and G M Webby.  
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Executive – Mr S Hanne, the Director Community Services – Ms K Whareaitu, the Director 
Corporate Services – Mrs T Radich, the Acting Director Environmental Services – Ms R Otter, the 
Roading Assets Manager – Mr S Bowden, the Executive Administration Officer – Mrs E Bishop, the 
Graduate Roading Engineer – Mr V Regmi, and three members of the media (Stratford Press & 
Taranaki Daily News).   
 
 
1. WELCOME  
 

The Deputy Mayor welcomed the Chief Executive, Councillors, staff, the media and members 
of the public. He reminded Councillors to familiarise themselves with the Health and Safety 
message included in the agenda.  

 
2. APOLOGIES  

 
A leave of absence was approved for Councillor J Erwood and apologies received from 
Councillor W J Sandford and the Director Assets – Mrs V Araba.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the apologies be received.   
BOYDE/COPLESTONE 

Carried 
P&S/19/64 

 

 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Chief Executive welcomed Mr Vivek Regmi as the new Graduate Roading Engineer, Ms 
Rachael Otter as the Acting Director – Environmental Services and Mr S Bowden filling in 
for the Director – Assets for this meeting.  
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTEREST 
 

The Deputy Mayor requested Councillors to declare any real or perceived conflicts of interest 
relating to items on this agenda.  There were no declarations of interest.  
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5. ATTENDANCE SCHEDULE 
 

The attendance schedule for Policy and Services Committee Meetings, including Hearings 
was attached.  

 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

6.1 Policy and Services Committee Meeting – 26 March 2019 
D19/5086   Pages 8-21 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the minutes of the Policy and Services Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 26 
March 2019 be confirmed as a true and accurate record.  

WEBBY/COPLESTONE 
Carried 

P&S/19/65 
 

 
It was noted that changes raised during the Ordinary Meeting of Council on Tuesday 9 April 2019 
had been implemented.  
 
7. MATTERS OUTSTANDING 

D16/47 Page 22 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the matters outstanding be received.  
VOLZKE/WEBBY 

Carried 
P&S/19/66 

 

 

The Director – Community Services noted that the full report from the Taranaki Regional Council 
with the details of patronage on the Connector Bus had been circulated to Councillors. This 
outstanding matter is now complete.  

8. MONTHLY REPORTS 
 

8.1 ASSETS REPORT 
D19/9549  Pages  23-40 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

BOYDE/DALZIEL 
Carried 

P&S/19/67 
 

 
The Roading Asset Manager noted that all water restrictions had now come to an end.  
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Questions/Points of Clarification: 
 It was clarified that the Centennial Rest Room bookings were referring to the meeting 

room and kitchen facilities and not the public toilet facilities.  
 It was noted that Elected Members were able to attend the tours of the Material 

Recycling Facility in New Plymouth along with staff. Councillors were advised to let 
the Director – Assets know if they would like to attend.  

 Councillor Boyde congratulated the owners of the Stratford Holiday Park for the 
outstanding occupancy rates.  

 It was requested that Officers report back on the breakdown of customer service 
requests made for the public toilets. This would be added to matters outstanding.  

 
8.2 COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT 

D19/8960  Pages 41-53 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

WEBBY/WALSH 
Carried 

P&S/19/68 
 

 
The Director – Community Services noted the following points: 
 Children’s Day, Colour in the Park and the civic ceremony for the Christchurch attack 

were all very successful and received positive community feedback. 
 The Pool Complex received its annual accreditation in March.  
 Councillors were reminded of the ANZAC services being held on Thursday and that 

wreath making was in the War Memorial Centre on Wednesday 24 April.  
 

Questions/Points of Clarification: 
 It was estimated that the move of the iSITE into the Library complex would be within 

the next six months, but would happen sooner if possible. It was important that staff be 
appointed to positions to be able to help in the layout and design of any internal 
changes required to facilitate the move.  

 
 2.1 Council Organisation and Council Representatives on Other Organisations  

 Councillor Webby noted the success of the Percy Thomson Gallery’s latest national 
display. Comments from visitors from around New Zealand have been very 
complimentary of the Gallery and the Gallery Director has been instrumental in 
attracting national, and sometimes international, exhibitions.  

 
8.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT  

D19/8706   Pages 54-60 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

BOYDE/COPLESTONE 
Carried 

P&S/19/69 
 

 
The Acting Director – Environmental Services noted the following points: 
 Animal Control complaints were very similar to the same time last year with the 

majority being for wandering dogs of which six were impounded. There were no dog 
attacks during March.  
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 Bylaw complaints were mostly noise related.  
 The competency assessment of the Building Control Officers was completed and the 

results should be included on in the monthly report for April.  
 It was noted that the online building consent process is still a work in progress and 

would not be going live until staff were satisfied it is fit for purpose and meets all 
legislative requirements.  

 
Questions/Points of Clarification: 
 It was requested that confirmation be given on the timeframe for the earthquake prone 

building stocktakes and when the new regulations come into force. This would be 
added to matters outstanding.  

 It was questioned that the new dwellings in the table and graph for the 2017/18 year 
were inconsistent with each other. It was requested that this be clarified at the next 
meeting. This would be added to matters outstanding.  

 
8.4 CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT  

D19/9845   Pages 61-76 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

BOYDE/DALZIEL 
Carried 

P&S/19/70 
 

 
The Director – Corporate Services noted the following points: 
 The capital forecast budget has been adjusted for the remaining three months of this 

financial year. The projects that have been held over to the next financial year have been 
highlighted in the appendices to the report.  

 One of Council’s loans with the LGFA is due to be repaid, this will be refinanced in two 
tranches and in smaller amounts. Due to the extended timeframes of the loans it is not 
known yet what the interest rate will be, however this will give Council long term 
certainty.  

 The IT Department is doing quite a bit in the digital space and online availability for 
building consent applications.  

 There is currently a strong focus on infringement debtors and staff are working on 
reducing that, specifically those that are overdue.  

 
Questions/Points of Clarification: 
 It was clarified that the $112,000 paid to Venture Taranaki, noted on page 62, was the 

full amount and not the quarterly contribution as written.  
 It was clarified that staff are looking into ways of being able to accept credit cards to pay 

infringements, as it is currently a very manual process.  
 The District Mayor noted that water was currently an issue as outstanding debts. He 

noted there was an issue with residents receiving invoices when they were not aware 
they were above the limit and questioned if this was a contributor to the outstanding 
debts. The Director – Corporate Services noted that all outstanding water debts were due 
to different and unique reasons and not due to invoicing. The Chief Executive noted that 
the water billing process would be included in a discussion leading into the next Long 
Term Plan.  
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9. RECOMMENDATION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 
 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 
 
Agenda Item No. 10 
 
The general subject of each  matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the 
reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds 
under section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 
1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 
 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution to each matter 

Grounds under section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Legal Proceedings - Rates  The withholding of the 
information is necessary to 
protect the privacy of natural 
persons, including that of 
deceased natural persons. 

That the public conduct of the whole or the 
relevant part of the proceedings of the 
meeting would be likely to result in the 
disclosure of information for which good 
reason for withholding would exist, under  
section 6 and section 7 of the Act - 
specifically Section 7(2)(a). (Section 
48(1)(a) Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987. 

 
BOYDE/COPLESTONE 

Carried 
P&S/19/71 

 

 
The media departed the meeting at 3.29pm.  

10. PUBLIC EXCLUDED ITEM   
D19/10085 Pages 77-85 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the open meeting resume. 

DALZIEL/BOYDE 
Carried 

P&S/19/74 
 

 
11. QUESTIONS 
 

 It was noted that the sale of the subdivided section of the farm was awaiting work to be 
completed on the driveway, the subdivision process being completed and general tidy 
up work on the house.  

 The District Mayor requested that an assessment be completed on the patronage at 
Victoria Park as he had noticed high volume of use over the past two weekends. This 
was reiterated by Councillor Webby who noted all aspects of the park (being the 
playground, skate park, basketball hoop and croquet lawn) were well used.  

 
 

  



 
  Policy & Services Committee Meeting 23/04/2019 

  D19/13926 

 

The meeting closed at 3.54pm.  

 
 
 
 

A L Jamieson 
 CHAIRMAN 
 
 Confirmed this 28th Day of May 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 N C Volzke 
 DISTRICT MAYOR 
 


