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MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
THE STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL ON TUESDAY 27 
AUGUST 2019 AT 3.00 PM  
 
PRESENT 
 
The Deputy Mayor A L Jamieson (the Chairman), the District Mayor N C Volzke, Councillors G W 
Boyde, J M S Erwood, R W Coplestone, P S Dalziel, K R Squire, K R Walsh and G M Webby.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Executive – Mr S Hanne, the Director Community Services – Ms K Whareaitu, the Director 
Assets – Mrs V Araba, the Director Environmental Services – Mr B Sutherland, the Revenue Manager 
– J Erwood, the Administration & Communications Support Officer– Ms R Vanstone, the 
Communications Manager – Ms G Gibson, the Environmental Health Manager – Ms R Otter, the 
Roading Asset Manager – Mr S Bowden, the Special Projects Manager – Mr N Cooper, three 
members of the media (Stratford Press & Taranaki Daily News) and three members of the public.    
 
1. WELCOME  
 

The Deputy Mayor welcomed the Chief Executive, Councillors, staff, the media, and 
members of the public. He reminded Councillors to familiarise themselves with the Health 
and Safety message included in the agenda.  

 
2. APOLOGIES  

 
A leave of absence was noted for Councillor W J Sandford. 
 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There were no announcements. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTEREST 
 

The Deputy Mayor requested Councillors to declare any real or perceived conflicts of interest 
relating to items on this agenda.   
 
Councillor Erwood declared an interest in Item 9, 2019 Creation of a Stop Control at the 
intersection of Brecon Road, Midsummer Avenue and Pembroke Road. 

 
5. ATTENDANCE SCHEDULE 
 

The attendance schedule for Policy and Services Committee Meetings, including Hearings 
was attached.  
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

6.1 Policy and Services Committee Meeting – 23 July 2019 
D19/21864   Pages 9-18 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the minutes of the Policy and Services Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 23 
July 2019, including the public excluded section, be confirmed as a true and accurate 
record. 

DALZIEL/COPLESTONE 
Carried 

P&S/19/134 
 

 
The Administration & Communications Officer undertook to make the following amendment: 

- Page 16, item 13.2, third bullet point; amend spelling error ‘alsoslightly’.   
 
7. MATTERS OUTSTANDING 

D16/47 Page 19 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the matters outstanding be received. 
WALSH/BOYDE 

Carried 
P&S/19/135 

 

 
The Chief Executive noted the following points: 

- A response was provided to an Elected Member regarding the outcome of a meeting with the 
General Manager of Ag Recovery. 

- The District Mayor confirmed a congratulatory letter to the Stratford Speedway Club had 
been sent.   

 
Points noted in Discussion: 

- The District Mayor noted that a letter of appreciation had been sent to the Stratford Fire 
Brigade and that this outstanding matter is now complete.   
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8. INFORMATION REPORT – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
QUARTERLY REPORT   
D19/23567 Page 20-54 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

WEBBY/BOYDE 
Carried 

P&S/19/136 
 

 

 
The Director – Community Services noted the following points: 

- Mobile blackspot issues identified in the district will be improved with the roll out of the 
Mobile Black Spots (MBSF) programme aimed at providing mobile coverage to improve 
safety on state highways and enhance visitor experience at key tourist destinations. 

- The graph in paragraph 4 of the quarterly report, the Empty Shops on Broadway – Quarter 4 
does not include recently demolished buildings next to the former ANZ building. This will be 
amended.  
 

Questions/Points of Clarification: 
- Justine Gilliland, Chief Executive of Venture Taranaki, accompanied by Michelle Jordan, 

General Manager, Business, Partnerships and Skills presented the organisation’s Year in 
Review, Year Ahead to Elected Members.    

- Clarification was sought around the progress of Tapuae Roa initiatives including investment 
attraction and the H2 Roadmap and Venture Taranaki’s role in the overall action plan 
(reported quarterly and currently available on the Venture Taranaki website).   

- Venture Taranaki’s reporting will shift slightly to focus on a performance framework and 
impact strategy.  Short, medium and long term impacts will be reported on 6 monthly and the 
quarterly report will report on activity and projects.   

 
The Director – Community Services departed the meeting at 3.23pm to farewell the Venture Taranaki 
speakers and re-joined the meeting at 3.26pm.    
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9. DECISION REPORT – CREATION OF A STOP CONTROL AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF BRECON ROAD, MIDSUMMER AVENUE AND 
PEMBROKE ROAD 
D19/23519 Page 55-61 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. THAT the report be received.  
 
2. THAT pursuant to section 4.2 and section 10.2 of the Land Transport Rule:  
            Traffic Control Devices 2004 the Council approves the following changes to      
            intersection controls at the locations listed below: 
 

 Revocation of a GIVE WAY control at the intersection of Brecon Road and 
Pembroke Road, Stratford; 

 The creation of  a STOP control at the intersection of Brecon Road and 
Pembroke Road, Stratford; 

 The creation of a STOP control at the intersection of Midsummer Avenue and 
Pembroke Road, Stratford. 

JAMIESON/BOYDE 
Carried 

P&S/19/137 
 
Recommended Reason 
The intersection of Brecon Road and Pembroke Road is currently controlled by a Give 
Way.  As a result of the Council’s subdivision a new road leading to the subdivision is 
being constructed, which intersects with Pembroke Road, opposite Brecon Road.  This 
new road is called Midsummer Avenue. As this intersection is currently a “T” 
configuration, once Midsummer Avenue is open to the public this intersection will be 
changed to a “crossroad” configuration.  At present there is in the order of 1000 vehicles 
per day travelling along Pembroke Road. 
 
As there will be a change to the road layout due to the subdivision, we consider it 
necessary to change the existing Give Way control on Brecon Road to a STOP control.  
Similarly, the intersection of Midsummer Avenue and Pembroke Road should also be 
controlled by a STOP.  
 
The Land Transport Rule requires a Council resolution for the creation of a STOP 
control at an intersections. 

 

 
Councillor Erwood removed himself from the table at 3.24pm.  
 
The Roading Asset Manager noted the following points: 

- As a result of the sub-division there is now a crossroads at what was previously a T-
intersection at Brecon and Pembroke Roads.   

- An independent planner raised concerns around the construction of the new road feeding into 
the subdivision directly opposite Brecon Road given it did not meet the requirements of the 
District Plan Section 7.2.2b which specifies a minimum separation distance of 130 metres 
between intersections.   

- This report now seeks an endorsement therefore of two stop controls at Brecon Road and 
Midsummer Avenue/Pembroke Road.   
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Questions/Points of Clarification: 

- Alternative solutions were discussed.  It was noted that a roundabout adds further costs to the 
subdivision and that stop signs were recommended where visibility was impaired – these were 
concerns raised by the planner. Doing nothing risks serious injury at the junctions concerned, 
especially given the potential for growth in the area.  It was noted that an early intervention 
was a good opportunity for people to learn to stop. 

 
Points noted in discussion: 

- The District Mayor expressed his support for stop controls at both intersections and reflected 
on the communities safety concerns when the Council was recently asked to review the speed 
limits in that area.  The potential for a further 200 vehicles per day into the intersection when 
the sub-division is at capacity meant that optimum safety measures must be taken.   

 
The Roading Asset Manager left the table at 3.32pm.    
 
Councillor Erwood rejoined the table at 3.32pm upon the conclusion and adoption of the resolutions 
above.   
 

10. MONTHLY REPORTS 

10.1 ASSETS REPORT 
D19/23518 Pages  62-85 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

ERWOOD/BOYDE 
Carried 

P&S/19/138 
 

 
The Director – Assets noted the following points: 

- It is pleasing to see the effect of Midhirst water metres on consumption.   
- The department is tracking well in its waste minimisation – recycling targets.  

 
Questions/Points of Clarification: 

- Councillor Boyde questioned what the drop in water consumption meant in terms of dollar 
value.  

- It was noted that there was an existing Ag Recovery site within the Stratford District and 
questioned if the request for funding was to improve this site. Mrs Araba had not been 
provided with further details of the project at this stage.  

- It was noted that Fulton Hogan’s new software would be calibrated to the Council’s roading 
ute to enable more specific targeting of ‘bad’ areas on unsealed roads for maintenance grading 
in the Spring and Autumn but that the system would be essentially complaints driven.  

- It was noted that 100% of the Council’s Pensioner Housing was insulated.  
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10.2 COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT 
D19/23430 Pages 86-96 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

ERWOOD/WEBBY  
Carried 

P&S/19/139 
 

 
The Director – Community Services noted the following points: 

- Stratford Youth Council’s Scary Night production at Pioneer Village is looking for volunteers 
for 28 September.   

- The LED sign on Broadway has gone live providing free advertising for community groups 
and not-for-profit organisations. This was a project out of the Stratford 2035 plan.  Guidelines 
and online forms are available on Council’s website for organisations wishing to advertise.   

 
Item 2.1 Council Organisations and Council Representatives on Other Organisations 

- Councillor Webby attended the exhibition opening of The Crescent Moon – The Asian Face 
of Islam in New Zealand, at the Percy Thomson Gallery last week and highly recommended 
the Ans Westra exhibition.  

 
10.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT  

D19/23443 Pages 97-104 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

BOYDE/DALZIEL 
Carried 

P&S/19/140 
 

 
The Director – Environmental Services noted the following points: 

- One update relating to page 100 and the percentage of known dogs registered. The report 
noted 86% but is now sitting at 91%. This was at 88% this time last year.  

 
Questions/Points of Clarification: 

- It was clarified that the reported GoGet training was focused for Council’s building control 
team as opposed to industry.   
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10.4 CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT  
D19/23323 Pages 105-117 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the report be received. 

WEBBY/VOLZKE 
Carried 

P&S/19/141 
 

 
The Revenue Manager noted the following points: 

- Work is currently being undertaken on the Draft Annual Report for 2018/19. The draft 
document will be ready to be released to the Auditors by 31 August. It is expected that the 
document will be adopted by Council in October, prior to the Local Government Elections.  

- The cashflow forecast includes the sale of property at Orlando Street and Cressida Avenue. 
- Officers will look at re-investing $1 million once the first instalment of rates have been 

received. 
- Once sections in the subdivision begin to sell Officers will look at reducing debt. Sections 

are expected to go out for tender in October.  A deposit will be required with full payment 
being made on settlement, once the titles have been issued. This should be by the end of this 
year. 

- The debtors report highlights a reduction in debtors. Officers have been using legislation 
and other tools available to collect outstanding debt. 

- As at today 50% of the previous years rates arrears have already been collected.  
 
Questions/Points of Clarification: 

- Councillor Boyde questioned what percentage of rates arrears were from the Taranaki 
Regional Council collection and whether Stratford District Council was compensated well 
enough for the effort to collect?  Mrs Erwood noted that TRC’s total rate collection was 
$680,881 which is 5.5% of total rates.If this is applied to the $166,000 of rates outstanding 
that is approximately $9,000.  However, TRC invoice the Council each quarter on the total 
collection amount required, whether it has been collected this or not.  Council receives a 2% 
administration fee each year for administering TRC’s rates, equating to $13,617. 

 

11. QUESTIONS 

There were no questions.  
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12. RECOMMENDATION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC  
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely 
 

Agenda Items No.13 
 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the 
reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds 
under section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 
1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 
 
General subject of 
each matter to be 
considered 

Reason for passing 
this resolution to 
each matter 

Grounds under section 
48(1) for the passing of 
this resolution 

13. Proposal for 
Disposal of 
Land  
 

 
 

The withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to enable any local 
authority holding the 
information to carry 
out, without prejudice 
or disadvantage, 
commercial activities 

That the public conduct of 
the whole or the relevant 
part of the proceedings of 
the meeting would be 
likely to result in the 
disclosure of information 
where the withholding of 
information is necessary, 
under section 6 or section 7 
(specifically section 
7(2)(h) of the Act). (section 
48(1)(a) Local Government 
Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

 

 
ERWOOD/COPLESTONE 

Carried 
P&S/19/142 

 
 

 
 

The media and all members of the public departed the meeting at 3.46pm.   
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13. PUBLIC EXLUDED ITEM 
 
14. PUBLIC EXLUDED ITEM 
 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the open meeting resume.  

ERWOOD/COPLESTONE 
Carried 

P&S/19/145 
 

 

The meeting closed at 4.03pm.  

 
 

 
A L Jamieson 

 CHAIRMAN 
 
 Confirmed this 24th Day of September 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 N C Volzke 
 DISTRICT MAYOR 


