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Guidance for log fire installations within Stratford District Council: 
This guidance document has been produced for building consent applicants wishing to install 
a solid fuel heating appliances into their homes. The purpose of this document is to reduce 
requests for further information.   
 
 
Application: 
All applications are submitted online via our portal. All applications require: - 

• A completed application form (Form 2), Certificate of Title, Sales & Purchase 
Agreement (if a recent purchase), or Rates Demand to verify ownership details.  

• Make and Model of appliance. 
• Type of fire (free-standing or in-built). 
• Current manufacturer's specifications for the solid fuel heater (see below). 
• Fully dimensioned floor plan showing the use of each room, the location of the 

appliance and all inter-connected smoke alarms. 
• Elevations and details of how the flue penetrations and projections will comply 

with AS/NZS2918:2018. 
• Details of any wall, floor or ceiling penetrations (as applicable). 
• Type of floor (timber or concrete), hearth dimensions, restraint etc. 
• Type of roof cladding (material and profile) and flashing details for penetrations 
• Photo of the exterior elevation showing where the flue / chimney will exit the 

building 
• Photo of the interior showing where the appliance will be located. 
• Plumbing schematic if installing a wetback. 
• Year first constructed (this applies to the year the building was first constructed). 

 
 
Manufacturer’s specifications 
Manufacturer’s specifications should be specific to the appliance being installed – highlight 
details that apply and delete or cross out information that is not relevant to the appliance.   
 
 
Compliance with National Environmental Standards (NES) 
If your property is less than 2 hectares your appliance must comply with the NES. Requirements 
for wood burners in properties less than two hectares | Ministry for the Environment  this 
standard ensure that your fire is an approved model. 
 
 
Second hand appliances: 
Second-hand appliances must be less than five years old and cannot be installed unless: - 

• A current Clean Air approval label is attached to the appliance. (Does not apply to 
properties greater than 2Ha).  

https://environment.govt.nz/guides/authorised-wood-burners/requirements-properties-less-than-two-hectares/
https://environment.govt.nz/guides/authorised-wood-burners/requirements-properties-less-than-two-hectares/
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• Written evidence is provided to show that the appliance meets building code 
requirements. An acceptable method is a satisfactory report from the manufacturer or 
manufacturer’s authorised agent. 

 
A new flue is required in all cases. 
 
 
Installation: 
While it's possible to install a wood burner yourself, we recommend you have the appliance 
installed by a qualified professional, such as a member of the NZ Home Heating Association 
or a Certifying Plumber.   
 
 
Inspection: 
Once your appliance is installed and before you use it, you must book a final inspection and 
obtain a code compliance certificate (CCC).  If you are using a member of the NZHHA, they 
may provide a producer statement in lieu of an inspection. 
 
Note: It is important that you obtain a CCC for insurance purposes. 
 
Maintenance: 
Regular maintenance, including chimney sweeping, is essential for safe and efficient 
operation. It is also important that all combustible materials (curtains and furniture) are kept 
well clear of the appliance. 

 


