Gordon Road Limeworks

Ohura Rd, Toko 1915
Use: None Historic Value: 2 outof 5
Materials: Concrete Architectural Value: -outof 4
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From the early 1900s, limestone deposits from a quarry on Waiwiri Road were exploited. The
stone was originally quarried and burnt in a kiln. However, in 1915 the stone was sent to the
recently formed the Toko Lime Company, which was an offshoot of the Hangatiki Lime
Company at Waitomo, and was established to simply crush the limestone.

A tramline was built to transport this rock from the Waiwiri Road

& farm, with William Lorigan of Te Kuiti gaining his tramway license for

| this purpose in October 1917. However, the company then decided

to make use of a Fordson tractor and trailer to transport the rock,
i with the company also maintaining the roads.

The Limeworks was successful, and at one stage it boasted an
output of 120 tons a day, which was then directly loaded onto ralil
wagons to be sent to Stratford.

One Sunday morning in 1937, the Te Wera Railway Station Master
{ (Mr. C. McKinistry) noticed a small fire at the Limeworks and raised
an alarm. At this stage, a bucket of water would have been able to

An example of limestone put it out. Unfortunately, no water was available and the Limeworks
was virtually destroyed by the fire. As the Depression was occurring at this time, finance was

not available to establish a new company, and consequently the Limeworks ceased operation.

A large cog-like piece of equipment is all that remains of this enterprise, and it is situated in a

paddock to the right of the railway line near the Gordon Road intersection. It acts a good
reminder of our local industrial past.
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